Donna J. Turner
May 8, 1946 - November 8, 2018

Donna J. Turner, 72, Carthage, died Thursday, November 8, 2018 at Freeman
West Hospital, Joplin, of cancer. Donna was born May 8, 1946 in Carthage,
Missouri, the daughter of the late Herbert D. Stanley and Viola M. (Freeman)
Stanley, brother of Herbert D. Stanley Jr. She graduated from Carthage High
School in 1964, completed her freshman year at Joplin Junior College.

She was married to Jerry L. Turner of Carthage, Missouri in Denver, Colorado
October 2, 1965, where Jerry was serving in the United States Air Force.
Their Air Force career provided the opportunity to live in Tampa, FL, Hampton,
VA, Biloxi, MS and Colorado Springs, CO.

While living in Colorado Springs, Donna worked as a teachers’ aid at the
Colorado School for the Deaf and Blind, served as a deaf interpreter (sign
language) and was executive secretary for James Irwin’s High Flight
organization.

In 1975, Jerry and Donna began their service with Mission Aviation
Fellowship, serving in Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. In 1982, they
moved to the Miami/Ft. Lauderdale area to provide air service to Haiti.

While serving with MAF, Donna filled many rolls. In addition to being mother to
her three daughters, Gayla, Lisa and Stacy, she played piano and organ for



local churches, performed flight tracking and radio communication for Jerry
and bucked rivets (very reluctantly) when Jerry needed a helping hand at the
hangar.

In 1986, Jerry and Donna moved to the Carthage Area. Donna worked in the
Carthage High School office, then finished her BS Education degree at MSSU
Joplin. She taught English and Spanish at Aurora High School and the
Carthage High School. Donna played the organ and piano for First Baptist
Church Carthage and First Christian Church Carthage. Donna was very
involved with the Photo Recovery Program following the Joplin tornado.

Her hobbies included crochet, cross stich and riding motorcycle with Jerry all
over Arizona and Colorado.

Donna is survived by her husband; three daughters, Gayla Gelven of Tulsa,
Lisa Irwin of Malvern, AR and Stacy Lee of Osawatomie, KS; five
grandchildren, Stefan Gelven of Oklahoma City, Marie Gelven of Denver, CO,
Kaylynn Lee, Bryce Lee, Blake Lee, all of Osawatomie, KS.

Visitation will be at First Baptist Church Carthage, Tuesday November 13th
from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Service will follow at 2:00 p.m. Thad Beeler will

officiate. Burial will be at Park Cemetery, Carthage.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Carthage Crisis Center in
care of Ulmer Funeral Home.

Arrangements are under the direction of Ulmer Funeral Home.



Cemetery Details

Park Cemetery

801 South Baker
Carthage, MO

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 13. 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church
Carthage, MO

Service

NOV 13. 2:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church
Carthage, MO



Tribute Wall

| was a student of Mrs. Turner back in the late 90’s. I'm sorry to hear
of her passing. | always enjoyed her teaching. | also enjoyed
reading her obituary...l did not know all of those wonderful things
about her. Hasta nos volvamos a ver, Sra. Turner.....

Danielle Blandford (Dudley) - February 08, 2019 at 08:36 PM

My deepest sympathy to all of you. Donna was a good friend to me
over the years, and we shared many happy times teaching together.
She loved her family very much and it was fun to listen to her talk
about all of you to catch me up.

| just this moment saw this online. | would have been at the service
if I had known. Please know how sorry | am for you. My thoughts
and prayers are with you.

Alice Johns - November 13, 2018 at 09:53 PM

Donna and | were friends from high school. We sang in a music trio,
madrigals, choir, and even did a duet for a talent show. We sang the
song, “Sisters.” We had several classes together. We both loved
music. Donna was a very talented organist. Regina Shank

Regina Shank - November 09, 2018 at 07:50 PM



