Shirley Maples

November 4, 1935 - January 14, 2021

Shirley Maples, 85, passed away Thursday, January 14, 2021 at Freeman
Hospital in Joplin. Shirley was born November 4, 1935 in Carthage to Albert
G. and Mary E. (Kincaid) Blevins. She graduated from Carthage High School
in 1954, where she was a cheerleader, and later pursued college classes in
education. She resided in Washington State until 1995 when she returned to
Carthage. She was employed at various public libraries, then by the National
Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration for 18 years as a purchasing agent.
Because her husband served 24 years in the United States Navy, they
traveled extensively throughout the United States, so they took the opportunity
to serve in their local communities and churches wherever they lived. Locally,
Shirley volunteered at Stones Throw Theater, McCune Brooks Hospital gift
shop and at the Phelps House, giving tours. She attended College Heights
Christian Church in Joplin and First Christian Church in Carthage.

Shirley was united in marriage to James J. Maples on June 12, 1955 at Alba
Christian Church. This past June, they celebrated their 65th wedding
anniversary.

Shirley is survived by her husband; three daughters, Beth Ladd (David) of
Arlington, WA, Rebecca Dartnall (David) of West Richland, WA, and Debbie
O’Neil (Kevin) of Kennewick, WA, two sisters, Mary Jane Hicks (Frank) of
Walnut, CA and Karen House (Wayne) of Knoxville, TN.; as well as seven



grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren.

Shirley was preceded in death by her parents; one son, Mark Jefferson
Maples, on February 14, 1989 and one brother, Albert Logan Blevins, on May
7, 1996.

Services will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday, January 22, 2021 at Ulmer Funeral
Home. Burial will be at Park Cemetery.

Online condolences may be made at www.ulmerfh.com.

Arrangements are under the direction of Ulmer Funeral Home.
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Park Cemetery

801 South Baker
Carthage, MO
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Tribute Wall

| just learned of Shirly's passing. | have wanted to find out where
her and Jim were but never did. Please contact me. Brenda and |
sure wants to see you girls.Shirley was a great friend.

Martha A Cardwell - January 15, 2021 at 10:30 PM

So sorry to hear of Shirley’s passing. Sending love and prayers for her
family. We knew her from College Heights Church and were in the
Sunday school class with her.

Ron and Joanne West - January 20, 2021 at 02:31 PM

Sorry to see you go Aunt Shirley. Condolences to you Uncle Jim &
kids.

Philip J Michaud - January 21, 2021 at 08:02 PM



